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S hovily after the outbreak of war on 3rd Sep-
tember 1939, the Home Fleet at anchor in
the Cromarty Firth. macde a hasty departure
alomg with irs auxiliary vessels, (o its war hc]:-[:
at Scapa Flow feaving the anti-aireraft eruiser
HMS “Curlew” to provide for the air defence of
the base with all its vil 1anks. piers. cte. One of
the erew of "Curlew” was a local lad who had
joined the navy some months belore, At this
time the underground oil storage faciliny under
the hills at luvergordon was being built. The
only anti-aireraft defence ashore was a 3 inch A
A, Gun of WW I vintage munned by gunners
froma T. A. Unit from Dingwall. At the plers
the nommal cargo boats came und went and some
mine sweepers. converted fishing rawlers. ar-
rived for operatioms in the Moray Firth. Al-
though not much was happening afloat at that
| time there was certainly a hive ol activity
ashore. The Church Halls. Masonic Hall, some
garages and all empty houses. shops and stores
were taken over by the It would
| seem that they were in compelition with cach
ather to acquire premises requived for their im-
mediate needs, Invergorden was in the process
| of becoming a naval base. RAF Flving Boat
base and Army Depor all mlled into one.
Armed sobdiers patrolled the arca of the oil stor-
age tanks and dockyard. Everyone was advised
o carmy their gas masks which had been ssued
to them as ar that fime it was thought that the
| enemy would use poison gas.

three services.

The County Hospital near Saltburn was taken
[over as o naval hospital, It had originally been
buile as o naval hospital in WW I and raken over
b the County Council afterwards, [1 was soon
up and nnming and it was not long before the
first casvalties would arrive from HMS Rowval
Qak which was torpedoed at anchor in Scapa
Flow in October 1939, The casualties arrived at
the Admiralty Pier by hospital ship, Several
weeks later casualties would arrive from ships
bombed and mined in the Moray Firth

| The Roval Hotel was taken over as a Contra-
band Contrel Head Quarters in connection with
the warships of the navy intercepting contraband
| curgoes on foreign merchant ships bound for
Germany and diverting them to British ports,
The King's Harbour Master™s large house und
Ladjacent properties were also taken for Naval H.
| Q. and the Signal Station on the Admiralty Pier
Fwas now Tully monned,
howses near o the dockyvard were also acquired
for naval srores and many local men and women
: vere now emploved by the Admiralry as at this
lime lcll_‘?_,\: AMOUNTS OF SLOTES WETE @Il I.I'lf‘.-, b'_\
rail for anward shipping to the Fleet at Scupa
| Flow. Many srove-ships were used for this pur-
Hmse. A ronw o partly butlt Counei houses were
aequired for use by the WRNS and Nissen Huts
fwere added to the rear of the property at the cast
end of the town, The Cromlet Primary Schoot
wits tahen as a paval barracks,

Agricultural ware-

At this tme the local Terriorial fuds of the dih
Bn. Seaforth Highlanders were stationed in

Dingwall and would soon be departing for Al-

lnvergordon September 1939

dershot ana then o I'r The 2th Bn. Terror-

als (Caithness and Suthertand} Seaforth Highland-

ers provided the guard for the oil storage tanks
and dackyvurd and were billeted in the Drill Hall
and local Church Halls. The large house beside

the R.C. Church was vsed as o FLQ. Later. a large

Nissen Hul transit camp would be built at the
Castle grounds and many Gunners of the Roval
Artillery would be stationed at the heavy ACA,
aun hatteries al Rosskeen and Saltburn,

The Flving Boat Squadrons of the RAF had used
the Cromarty Firth and the tacilitics at Invergor-
dom sinee 1938 and a marine craft unit of tenders
was locared at the west pier, A tented camp wus
ser up in the town park and Dalmore House, Al-
ness was used as an Officers” Mess. A floating
dock was used by the Flving Boats, The large
house "Oaks Villa™ became the H.(). ol the base.
1t had a pigeon loft in the garden as at that time
older Flving Boats. Londons and Stranraers car-
ried a couple of pigecns in case of ditching at sea.

Part of the local Academy was taken over by the
RAF. The Academy pupils now had to travel
daily by train to Dingwall Academy. An ("'perm—
tions Squadron of 1lying boats from the south of
Englaud arrived shortly after the outbreak of war
for {\]‘rer ations in the North Sea. The ground
crews were hillenad in the Masonic Hall and

A Halls as well as in private houses. | be-
lieve twe flving bouts were missing in the North
Seca arthis time. [1 was @ splendid sight 1o see a
squadron of flving beats in formation and peeling
off one by one 1o land on the sheltered walers of
the Firth and waxi-ing to their moorings wirth their
arrendant marine craft,

The Naval Recreation Grounds with its ten foot-
ball pitches. Fleer Canteen, Naval Tennis Couris
and Officers” Club, all used by the tleet on their
unnual visits to the Firth. were now available for
use by all service men in the avea. A Fovees can-
teen was serup in the local YMCA and statted by
lady volunteers of the tonwn. The loss of the Bar-
tleship HMS “Roval Oak™ at Scapa Flow and
aiveraft carrier HMS ~Courageous™ in the first
few weeks of the war came as a great shock to the
town as both ships had been frequent visitors o
the Firth. There was heavy loss of lite an hoth
ships, One local lad in the erew of HMS Royul
Ok was lost as were several from the Seaboard
Villuges ol Caster Ross. Another tocal lad sur-
vived the sinking ol the battTeship but his luek ran
out when he was drafied o the destrover HMS
“Exmouth™ which was torpedoed berween Trabal-
ness and Wick and lost with all hands. Bouh
tragedies hud occurred within 100 miles of his
home and onlv a few weeks into the war,

the

[ early 1940 there were heavy losses by mines
and German U-boats, HMS Exmouth and HMS
Baring. both destrovers. with heavy loss of life
and the large TIMS “Spliyny’
had her bows biown off and ended up on the
rocky Caithness coast. The naval auxiliary
“Durham Castle”™ was also sunk by o mine as
were the tankers “Tnverlane™ and ~San Taburcio™

“fleet mine sweeper

; - with Turpace o3
The tanker “Gremfield” was wipe-

doed off Wick. all tankers with loss of life,
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The Germans were using thelr u-beats o lay |
the new magnetic mines al Fast coast estuar- |
Many warships and merchant ships were |
damaged and lost at this time, A magnetic
mine. dropped in error by a Germun aireratt
om the mud flats of The Thames Esteary wus
soon recovered intaet by naval bomb dis-

posal personnel

ies.

and wis examined Lor its

seerets and sonn counter Measures were put
in place.
They were exciting times for a teenager and

wany of us volunieered for Civil Defence
duties ind whent sixteen The Home Guard.
In the winter the black-our made things very
difficuls for us all. especially vehicles. Tt was
perhaps 2 good thing thar we did not know
that the war would last for nearly six Jong
vears and that most of us would be serving
King and country in foreign parts in the latter
years of the war, The only raid on the base
was in 19410 when a JU 88 German bomber
came in low from the cast and dropped its
bombs on Qil Tank Mo 13 and then machine-
aunned the (Tving boats at anchor on the wesl ‘
side of the town. The huge oil rank col-
lapsed. sending hundreds of rons of thick
black fuel oif cascading into the adjacent
cutting below and then sweeping
down through the nearby Railway Station
and goods vard level with the raitway plat- |
|
|

railway.

forms and over the old A9 road into the
Firth. The logal Air Defences were caught
unawares, There were no casualties and a lo
of the oil was salvaged. Afterwards all the
huge oil storage tunks were profecred with
blast-prool brick walis. o huge undertaking
with many bricklayvers ete, involved,

The days of the lurge flects of warships are
lomg since gone due o new weapens. fnan-
cial cuts aver the vears eic. The oil fuel
ranks and the underground vil storage Taciling
at Inchindown and even the picrs have been
sold off causing much unemplovment lo-
callv, The RAF now has no Flving Boat
Squadron ur marine-craft units. probably due
 the jet engine, financial cuts ete. The fly-
ing boats corrainty proved their worth
WW2 1 e leen MNving
beat they would probably report it as a UFO,

ers of today sow g

After an unevenrtul winter ai unchor off n-
vergardon. the anti-uirerall cruiser HMS
Curlew sailed w Norwoy on aperational du-
ties and was badly dumuged by bambing,
The defence of the base was taken over by
Gunners ol the Boval Artilfery who manned
the ring of ||'g|1f. ALAL guns around the rown
and the A, Butreries ar Salthorm and
Rosskecn, AT S girls were part of the crews
of the latter,
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