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l--::.avrted orLl ol srrlid rock. untier a lill, the irrnter Adnirilt., Lntdergrorrtld oii
stoftge 1'acjljl-v biilird llr\trgordon r.,as o1l'icia111'nanred "I cLindo\.;n Adiiirahl
L-indcr gr ourd Oil Stor age Depot' lt nas lrrolrf ihr ougholrr Eastcr Ross as "T1ie
'Iuurc'J' l]ren lr r':r-. lruilt behr,eur 193!-! I 

1 q 3{.. r+r

lls purPo.rc \\'as to prolide a hu:re bonbproolrcscr_,,c srqrpl_r of llmace oil 1ir the
11,ar ships oithe hone Jleet Attltattjrleritererleremaul:Lratdeships.carriersan,:1
ctuisers ilrd thcl'con,cunle.l lhousaids ol'Lons ofoil liLel \4.irh 1*"ar loordng oo the
horizoo the ltLrge a,bove g.ound oil talrlis at luveruordon rrere nor.; vulnerable to .r

attlcli Thef heaL Lrecn there since the *arships cha]iged lron coal to oi1fuel arour.l
t9ll.

Thc site along \iirhthe.1 miles oi'ttench lor Lhe large dial]eter oiLpipesto the pier
head. piovicied nurch needed tork in the area at a time ofhigl utenlplolmellt IJLrge
squads of nortnen rvere ensaged on the rlork. The trench uoold halebeen
erca\ ated bv hand-digging, no J C B erca\:ator s at tliat ti e. A catnp for iravell nq
nen \.\'as built at neitfb! Caslle Dobie.

Mary olthe 1i,orknen lio]n rhe ro'n'ns arld villagcs ofEaster Ross had to cycle to Lhe

site.notapleasantjournelinthese1ere*il_rtersoflhattime The pa1'rould har,e
bee]1 aboul ore sli]ling per hour (5p).

lrside 'Tlle Tu lel" the u,ork rvas clar, gerous and unhealthy. No safety helmels ir
these da-\'s bui I I'are beefl told that paler nasks rere issued. The main contractor
\{as Ba1dry, Yer_borough ard Ifutcfuson There are still men lir the area u,ho rorl:ed
at the sire and are no11.' ln thelr 6i)'s

There \r'ere t-atailties I believe, and nren injured b! rock falls \4anl- ofthe rorkers
coatiacled lung alld chest problems r.vith the rock dusl and rvcre una-b]e lo rvol-k tn
la(er year_s There viere llttle health and safert measuies ir place at that tirne

lhe ercavated rock u'as taker to a tip at the foot ofthe hill bv a sna1l ra.ilu,ay Sone
ofthjs rock $as used li. constxctioD purposes at lhe slrelter irl later years.

Fulnace oil \\'as slo.ed at tle lhciljl)' urtil 1932 Inchindot'n consisis of sl! ca1'ems

1cel1s) excalated in rock togelber \\'ith tb.o access turll'tels, one at each cnd ofthe cells
r,,'lichare237m1ongr9.1.1 tnxlim Each lias a capacity of5 6 million gallons
TLel are separated bv 15 rD ol'inla.t lock ancl arc lincd r.ith l6 inches ofcolcretc
'Ihe ser-ijce tumels are also panially i1ner1 rvith concrete al1d co ttjn tlte pjpelines
below floor lelel These pipelies 

'\'ere 
fed iilio rhe punlp lroLrse at Tonich Farnr

lno\\,flatsJ aod therce to Seaba , Oil Depot and ti the pier'lead, lvhere the large ci1
tanliers loaded and dl.sclurged I beliele malli Lanlels 11ere lost in the rvar tal,irrg i:.i]

1o Ilverqordon. .come 10 the l{orav Fjrth

The above ground oi1 tarks at Seabalik lrcre bonbed il februan, ]9! 1 by.a lori
fl),rng Gemao air cral't Forlurateh' onlJr one {.rrl' !o 1-l f Nq hir. ctLlsli{lle tlricli
l.lack tirel lil to .bod the Rail.r.i_r Slitior u 4LerL.tltLFLrl, dLsrlrl,l+,1 ..:,1..\ .\,
bonrb rr.!s also dropped at a ftum nPar the l.it'rhnc tLr InclinJo\n. ljllinq 1 drecp
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The lirel tarlis \,er e thel protccted by thicli Lrlast llroofbdct talls. r."jth large
frlflbers ofhricllavr'rs hcing ejtsiced cf tlri! trql:.

r'\icr the war, llre lleet r.si]lg tite Crornafiy Fjnh 1..as snraller a d |ot so rtuch luel oil
11asrequired E'entually. alue10naval auts, the Lrese $as srnp[]s to Iequirellenls an,:l
soirl oll

Itchirdor"n t'acilitl had sened its purpose. Ti:Lis liLtle knowr site, togelher rvith the
Seabank and Clonlet oi1 tauks, played no snall paft in the 11'ar at sea by pro-ijdirlg the
fighting ships ofthe Ueet wilh the oil flrel tliey iequired to peribrrl theil taslis i]r rhe
diil'icult dars of1\'or.1d War 2.

Berirg in miod the hu_qe cost ofoonstruction oflhe siie and the |ardship sufered b1
irairl,, it is hoped that a use may be found for the facil;ty \\,iich lfili beDellt ali in the
a,r ea ald provide ernplol'rnenl.

D.A.H

Thadrs to all r.-iho provided informaticn.


